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CONFIDENTIAL DUBLIN 506 

FOR EUR/RPE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG OECD El 

SUB J : OECD, IEA MINISTERIALS 

1. MCCABE OF GOI FONMINISTRY CALLED DCM THIS P.M. TO REPORT 
"OFF THE RECORD" THAT PARIS COMMUNITY CONCERT ATION MEETING 
TODAY ON OECD MINISTERIAL DATES HAD HIT A SNAG. ACCORDING TO 
MCCABE, THE FRENCH ARRIVED WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO OPPOSE 
CHANGE OF DATES TO MAY 28-29. THE NEW DATES APPARENTLY WERE 
ACCEPTABLE TO ALL OTHERS PRESENT. 

2. THEREFORE IRISH ARE GOING INTO OECD MEETING TOMORROW 
(MARCH 18) WITHOUT A UNIFIED EC POSITION BUT THEY NEVERTHELESS 
INTEND TO ARGUE STRONGLY FOR MAY 28-29 DATES AND ARE 
COUNTING ON US AND UK FOR SUPPORT. ADDITIONALLY, THE IRISH 

ARE TRYING TO ARRANGE DIRECT TELEPHONE CONTACT TONIGHT BETWEEN 
FONMIN FITZGERALD AND SAUVAGNARGUES TO TRY TO SOFTEN 
FRENCH OBJECTION TO NEW DATES. 
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REASONS FOR FRENCH OBSTINACY. FEGAL HOLIDAY HERE PRECLUDES 
RECEIPT OF MOST TRAFFIC. 
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